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100 Years Young
Over 250 OEs enjoyed the winter sunshine, if not the keen wind, to celebrate the centenary of the OEA.
The day started with a thanksgiving
service in the chapel and was followed by
two lunches. Seventy people attended
the formal lunch in King George’s Hall,
whilst for hardier souls there was a BBQ
in Old Quad, with music from the

College’s Rhythm and Blues Band to keep
spirits high.

Honours were even as each side won one

On the sports fields there were hockey,
netball and rugby matches between the
Headmaster’s and President’s teams.

At the end there was a presentation and,
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match with the netball being a draw.

Fifty years on

to mark the occasion, three new cups
were awarded.

In October 2007 thirty five old boys, who started in the upper school in 1950, gathered in London
to celebrate the fifty years or so that have passed since they left school.
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From the
President

What is it like to be young and living in
London at the beginning of the 21st
century? Freddie Botham OE has been
selected as one of four regional winners in a

But, for now, it is his photography which
impresses the most. One of the judges,
Adrian Murrell of Getty Images, said of
Freddie's work, "They are beautifully poised
between the romantic and gloomy. In one
particular photograph, he juxtaposes
elements of city life perfectly – the green
and tranquil park, with the harsh and
concrete city backdrop."

Keep in touch www.elthamians.net
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• Harry Penny (2006) appeared on
BBC2’s Classical Star in the
Autumn. Harry is a clarinettist at
the Royal College of Music.
• Jamie Harris (2005) was again
representing Wales in the Sevens
tournaments in Dubai and South
Africa in November.
• Lauren Humphrey (2005) was
chosen from the 80,000 who
auditioned for Shipwrecked Battle
of the Islands 2008. Filming lasted
10 weeks and the show is to be
televised in late February on
Channel 4. Make sure you
remember the name and vote
for Lauren!
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Freddie is currently studying English at the
University of York and hopes to pursue his
passion for photography further, but it is far
from being his only interest. "When people
ask me what I want to do, I say that I want
to be a renaissance man! I want to be in a
position where I can put photos out there,
have a book published, make a film and
music as well."

"I'm not sure what winning this competition
would mean to me," says Freddie. "I just
want to give people the opportunity to see
my photos and judge them. I don't mind if
they like or dislike them. I like taking the
chance that it might affect some people."
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London Life

contest to find Britain's best young
photographer. The challenge was to submit
photos that reflected the life, community
and feelings of what it is like to be a young
person living in Britain today. Freddie will
now compete against the winners from
Wales, the North of England and Scotland to
be crowned Getty Images' My Britain Young
Photographer of the Year.

They came from far and wide – two from Canada,
one each from USA, Thailand, Australia and
Portugal, as well as those others from the length
and breadth of England. As a prelude to the
reunion they obtained autobiographies from most
of those who attended, together with some from
absent friends. Those autobiographies will be
appearing in next year’s OE magazine.
From many perspectives, it was quite a year.
The 1st XV won every school match failing only to
vanquish the OE 1st. XV with whom it drew,0-0;
eleven boys gained places at Oxbridge; three
members of that year have been awarded

knighthoods. Five became professors. In all about a
half of the year went on to university (a high
proportion for those days when the national
average was 4 to 5%) and four became active in
the church.
That it was a marvellous occasion seems to have
been the unanimous opinion. Many had not met
since school and wasted no time before catching
up. If the size of the wine bill is a reliable criterion
everyone enjoyed themselves.
Finally, our thanks are due to Penny Waterson, in
the School’s Development Office, for getting us off
to a fine start in our hunt for contact details.

Nottingham from Mottingham
For many years there has been an Oxbridge
dinner for OEs at Oxford and Cambridge
colleges; the next one in February will be at St
Edmund Hall. However, other universities are
just as popular with Old Elthamians.
At the beginning of December a gathering was
organised by Lucy Watkins at Ropewalk in
Nottingham for students at the universities in
Nottingham, Loughborough and Leicester. The
location was a real winner, and over 30
students were joined by staff from the school
for an informal evening, which was a great
success. Lucy, front right in the photo, would
like to become an event organiser; this was an
excellent start to her career.

Next term we are hoping to organise a similar
event in Leeds, where there are 55 OEs
studying. If there are others who have
graduated from Leeds and would like to pay a
return visit, or who live in the area, we would
be delighted to see them. There will be more
details on the website nearer the time.

Welcome to the first of what
we hope will be a three times
a year publication for OEs
about OEs. Its intention is to
bring us all closer together by
sharing experiences and news.
It is hoped that the brave souls
who have let us publish their
articles will encourage others
to follow their lead. The more
articles we receive, the bigger
the publication will become.
There are now over 1100
members of Elthamians.net,
our online community. Those
who sign up for this free
service can join in the
Discussion Groups, search for
classmates or other OEs with
similar interests or
occupations. For younger OEs
wanting advice we have over
250 OEs offering their services
as mentors in fields as diverse
as Equestrian Sports and
Media in China.
The school is very conscious
that the easiest way of putting
on a reunion is to base it
around a sporting occasion,
where the many can watch
the few running around
chasing something! They are
aware, however, that this is
not always everyone’s cup of
tea and so are open to
suggestions or excuses for a
get together. If anyone has
any ideas for their year, would
they please get in touch with
Simon McGrahan either by
writing to him at the school or
by email at sjm@elthamcollege.org.uk
We would like to thank Harry
Claxton (1991) for giving us
permission to use his drawing
of the front of school and the
inspirational Plane Tree.

20/12/07

15:52

Page 3

OLD ELTAHAMIAN NEWS WINTER 2007 ~ ISSUE 1

Wilkommen Back
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Cook’s tours

We have been contacting former members of the cast, orchestra and stage
crew from the 1987 production of Cabaret and are looking to organise a
reunion on a date towards the end of February.
Some present members of the school, maybe even including the compere himself,
Peter Howls, will perform a selection of songs from the show. Original members of
the cast may wish to put on a performance of their own or even find their original
costumes. Catherine Taylor (Gunning) and Philippa Cowdell (Giles) are trying to
round up the troops. Anyone interested in attending - and your connection could
be as tenuous as being in the audience - should send an email to Peter Howls
pah@eltham-college.org.uk . Please spread the word to anyone with whom we
may have lost touch!

Australasian
Supporters
During July the College were lucky enough
to visit Singapore and Australia on rugby
tour. We meet up with a number of OEs who
came along to support us. In Singapore, Alan
Marson (1983) watched the game against
the Singapore Development team.

After a very average academic career at
Eltham with more time spent on the rugby
pitch and tennis courts than off, I applied for
a Camp America post, and also to a few
tennis colleges. I was shocked to be
accepted by both.

In Sydney we had two matches. Matt Oliver
(1998) and Kevin Mercer (1970) came to
Hurlstone, then two days later Kevin was
joined by eight other OEs at the game
against St Joseph’s. That evening Kam Salah
(1999) joined us down at Circular Quay to
celebrate the victory. Finally in Townsville
Tom Paine(1998) met up with us.

I was so apprehensive about going abroad,
leaving my family, friends, and comfort zone
to take up the Camp America position at
Windridge Tennis Camp in Vermont. I had a
wonderful four months, learning much
about people, teaching tennis, living with
and being responsible for others, working as
a team, and who I was.

Each year the OEs enter a team for the Grafton Morrish Competition. This is a
competition for teams of 6. There is a London Region qualifying day in late April, at
Royal Wimbledon Golf Club, when they play Scratch Stableford Foursomes. The top
dozen or so teams then go to the Knockout Finals later in the year at Brancaster
and Hunstanton Golf Clubs.
In 2007 the team were only 3 points adrift. Merchant Taylors’ scraped home in 8th
place on 78 points. Many congratulations to David Keenan and Richard Williams on
a truly great 33 points. Sadly the 21 points each of David Deeble / Gavin Caldwell
and Neale Houlden / Adrian Baulf did not give them the support they deserved.
Next year will be different!
Adrian and David Keenan would like to arrange an OE Golf Day later in the year,
perhaps an afternoon round with a light supper afterwards. This would be an
opportunity to identify our best team for next year. The proposed Golf day is likely
to be at Chislehurst with Tandridge, Sundridge Park, The Wildernesse and Royal
Blackheath lined up for later occasions.
The Grafton Morrish is for golfers with a low handicap. However, they are keen to
start a golf society for all OEs, regardless of how many balls they lose in a round.
Without fear of committing yourself to anything, if you are interested please email
David at dck@ruskinhomes.com or Adrian at adrian@baulf.com

Pictured at the Joey’s game are David
Stewart-Hunter (1965), Kevin Mercer (1970),
Robin Mills (1979), Nick Viner (1995), Chas
Summerfield (1995) John Williams (1983),
Roy Gower (1953), Lester Martin (1967),
Peter Wargent (1965)

Having lived in Florida since
1964, and travelled
extensively throughout the
US and Europe, I always
looked forward to getting
home for its warmth and
laid back lifestyle. In Florida
we live far enough away
from Washington D.C. that
the goings on often seem
remote and hard to relate
to. Our local population is
cosmopolitan; there are
many Latinos here, especially
in South Florida, and one

I had a great couple of years at the local
tennis club then went to work at the ATP
Tour Headquarters in Ponte Vedra and
learned much about tennis management,
coaching, and club operations.
Seven years ago I was asked to come to
Australia to run the adult section of the Pat
Cash Tennis Academy on Hope Island,
Queensland. I knew little about the country,
culture or lifestyle, but knew I would love
the environment. Pat is such a passionate
and knowledgeable man. I have learned
much here, and am proud to be his mate. I
met my wife on the tennis courts, we now
have a beautiful two year old daughter and
another on the way, life is good.
I would recommend a year off to all students
after Eltham. Take time to travel, mature,
live and learn. Take advantage of
opportunities, keep positive, be healthy, do
the right thing. Eltham College opens doors,
but you never know when or how.
Mark Cook 1988

My Eltham experience began in 1987,
when I sat an entrance examination in a
room above the Old Quad with a rather
scary Mrs Watson. Two weeks later, I was
welcomed into the Grange. I progressed
through the school with truly inspirational
teachers – in particular, Mr Hood (History)
and Miss Ciechowska (Music).
My first foray into business was during
the fourth year, in Mr. Beattie’s form.
The Tuck Shop operated a monopoly
charging premium prices, so, I sold
canned drinks and food outside. Before
being asked to “only sell in the
Geography room” our turnover was
£50.00 per day. It was my first lesson in
knowing your market place and the
power of the competition.
In the Lower Sixth I started my company,
Areti Internet Ltd with a £850 parental
loan for a server, and 3 months rent for a
shelf in a Greenwich warehouse. I had a
phone installed in my bedroom and
cycled home at lunch time to deal with
e-mails and answer machine messages
and bank cheques. In the first year, our
revenue of £13,056 was a compelling
alternative to a paper round. After
completing my A-levels business was
strong. Direct mailing to all the web
design agencies in the UK received a
good response and we picked up 5 new

customers who sold for us. Their
customers needed websites hosted and it
became the natural focus to grow the
business. In 1998, Areti got its first proper
office and my first member of staff.
Today, we have over 750 customers and
operate in London, Manchester and New
York. Norwich Union, Specsavers, BT,
Capita, Suzuki use us for internet
services. Eltham instilled the confidence
in me to know that if I went for
something and worked hard enough, I
could achieve it.
Nicholas Dear 1998

Home from Home
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Calling all Golfers

I was still buzzing when I landed at
Heathrow, was home for two weeks, then
left for Flagler College, St. Augustine,
Florida. I was really in the same boat as
every other new college student, just further
from home. I went to class in the mornings,
played tennis in the afternoons, and in the
evenings used fake ID and my English accent
to maximum advantage. It was four years of
heaven. I ended up with a degree in
Recreation Management, and a pretty good
tennis game.

A Byte from the Tuck Shop

Dutch neighbour who had worked in the
oil business all his life said he retired to
Florida as he felt more at home here than
in Holland. I have raised four boys here, all
left the State and went as far as
California, New York, and Atlanta, yet all
have returned to live here.
Many people come to Florida on vacations
and business trips, or to see the Mouse in
Orlando, and undoubtedly get a false
impression of the place. Living here is
relaxed, informal and inexpensive
compared with most of the US. The
educational system is pretty good, though

it would be hard to duplicate
Mottingham, even back in the 1940s. I am
not supposed to encourage people to
move here as we are already stretching
basic resources such as water and energy!
I should point out that when we moved
here, we had lost our previous home to a
sinkhole, a rather common occurrence
here in Central Florida, and my choice of
this location may have been influenced by
two coincidences, being that my house
number remained the same, and then
being off Grove Park Road.
Peter M. Smith, 1945
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• Christopher Idle (1956) composed a hymn One Hundred Years, sung at the Centenary Service, which encapsulated so much of the
last 100 years of the OEA.
• The trebles from the Eltham College Choir have been invited to join the London Symphony Chorus and the City of London Sinfonia
for their annual Good Friday performance of Bach’s St Matthew Passion at the Barbican.
• Saturday 10th May SE Area reunion. Details from Ian Beith 020 8650 5480.
• Saturday 17th May SW Area reunion. Details from Chris Cutting 01823 288489.
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